
Poorly constructed 
or installed sky-
lights may have leak 
problems and single-
paned ones may weep 
with condensation. 
Using skylights with 
at least two panes 
and a heat reflect-
ing coating will in-
crease their energy 
efficiency. Sky-
lights may also be 
more prone to break-
age than vertical 
windows. 
 
The skylight topic 
is controversial. 
Although roof-angled 
glass provides good 
daylighting, it can 
also create a solar 
furnace in the sum-
mer (when the sun is 
nearly perpendicu-
lar), and then lose 
more solar gain than 
it captures (when 
the low winter sun 
reflects off of it, 
and warm interior 
air rises to touch 
the cold glass on 
winter nights).  
 
Is Daylighting right 
for your building? 
Contact a qualified 
roofing contractor, 
like Service Works, 
to see if it makes 
sense for you.  

Daylighting is the 
practice of placing 
windows, or other 
transparent media, 
and reflective sur-
faces so that, dur-
ing the day, natural 
light provides ef-
fective internal il-
lumination. 
 
Within the overall 
architectural design 
of a building, par-
ticular attention is 
given to daylighting 
when the aim is to 
maximize visual com-
fort, productivity, 
or to reduce energy 
use. Energy savings 
from daylighting are 
achieved in two ways 
- either from the 
reduced use of elec-
tric lighting, or 
from passive solar 
heating or cooling. 
 
Skylights are often 
used for daylight-
ing. Skylights admit 
more light per unit 
area than windows, 
and distribute it 
more evenly over a 
space. They can 
therefore be a good 
choice when daylight 
is being used to il-
luminate a space. 
The optimum number 
o f  s k y l i g h t s 
(usually quantified 

as effective aper-
ture) varies accord-
ing to climate, 
latitude, and the 
characteristics of 
the skylight, but is 
usually 1-10% of 
floor area. The 
thermal performance 
of skylights is af-
fected by stratifi-
cation, i.e. the 
tendency of warm air 
to collect in the 
skylight wells, 
which in cool cli-
mates increases the 
rate of heat loss. 
During warm seasons, 
skylights also can 
cause internal heat 
problems, which is 
usually treated by 
placing a shade over 
the skylight, or by 
opening it if it is 
operable. 
 
The amount of light 
skylights deliver 
peaks around midday, 
when the additional 
light and heat it 
provides is least 
needed. Some sky-
light designs use 
domed or pyramidal 
shapes along with 
prismatic or other 
light-redirecting 
glazing's to achieve 
more even light lev-
els through the 
course of a day. 
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Don’t Reroof It 
 

Maintain It 
 

Call the Experts 
 
 

Now offering free 
Roof Inspections 
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